



Per capita GDP in the Community regions in 1990 
The per capita GDP figures for 1990 show consid­
erable differences between the Community coun­
tries. At the bottom of the table are Greece and 
Portugal with less than 60% of the Community 
average, expressed in terms of purchasing power 
standards (PPS) behind, Ireland (68%) and Spain 
(75%). On the other hand, Luxembourg is still well 
in the lead with (124%), followed by Germany 
(117% excluding the regions of the former GDR), 
France (112%), Denmark (107%) and Belgium 
(105%). The remaining countries as Italy, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom are close to 
the Community average. 
At regional level there are again many extreme 
cases. A small group of regions had figures of 
more than 125% of the Community average in 
1990; they are: Brussels and Antwerpen (Β) ; 
Stuttgart, Oberbayern, Mittelfranken, Bremen, 
Hamburg and Darmstadt (Hessen as a whole) (D); 
Ile­de­France (F); Valle d'Aosta, Lombardia and 
Emilia­Romagna (I); Groningen (NL) and Greater 
London (UK). 
At the other end of the scale there are some 20% 
of regions whose per capita GDP is less than 75% 
of the Community average. They include all the 
regions of Greece and Portugal( except Lisboa e 
Vale do Tejo); Galicia, Asturias, Cantabria, Cas­
tilla­Leon, Castilla­La Mancha, Extremadura, Co­
munidad Valenciana, Andalucía, Murcia and 
Ceuta y Melilla (E); Campania, Puglia, Basilicata, 
Calabria, Sicilia and Sardegna (I); Flevoland (NL); 
and Ireland and Northern Ireland (UK). Particu­
larly extreme cases are Ipeiros and Voreio Aigaio 
(GR) and Alentejo (Ρ) with per capita GDP less 
than 40%. 
Seven regions have a per capita GDP which is 
very near to the threshold of 75% of the Com­
munity average: Cantabria, Comunidad Valen­
ciana, Murcia, and Canarias (E), Puglia (I), Lisboa 
e Vale do Tejo (Ρ) and Northem Ireland (UK) 
The trends in per capita GDP during the 1980s 
show at national level, a convergence movement 
towards the Community average, with an appreci­
able divergence only for Greece and Luxembourg 
(Lower and upper indexes in 1990). This conver­
gence is not so clearly followed by the regions with 
only some 40% of them having in 1990 per capita 
GDP significantly closer to the Community aver­
age than in 1980. 
There are certain regional features within each 
country that are worth to mentioning: 
Among the regions with the biggest increase 
in the per capita GDP in the 1980s, six out of 
ten are Spanish. In 1990, although all the 
regions are below the Community average, 
País Vasco, Navarra, Madrid Cataluna and 
Baleares are not far off. 
­ More than two­thirds of the regions of Ger­
many (excluding the regions of the former 
GDR) have a per capita GDP above the Com­
munity average. Only one region, Lueneburg 
(81%), has a figure significantly below the 
other regions. 
In Italy, there are substantial differences be­
tween the north and the south . Although the 
national per capita GDP referred to the Com­
munity average did not change between 1980 
and 1990, there are regions with significant 
increases such as Veneto , Friuli­Venecia 
Giulia and Lazio and other with significant 
decreases as Emilia­Romagna, Umbria and 
Basilicata. 
In Belgium, France and the United Kingdom, 
the regions containing the national capital 
(Brussel, Ile­de­France and Greater London) 
have GDP per capita figures more than 50% 
above the Community average, in marked 
constrast to the rest of the regions in these 
countries. 
Manuscript completed on = 08.01.1993 
For further information please contact: H. Chartier 
Eurostat, L­2920 Luxembourg, tel 4301­32974 Fax:4301­34415 
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GDP GDP D e b i t a per capita per capita K 1 Q Q í : 
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Northumberland, Tyne and Wear 










SOUTH EAST (UK) 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire 
Berks., Bucks., Oxfordshire 
Surrey, East-West Sussex 
Essex 
Greater London 
Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
Kent 
SOUTH WEST (UK) 






West Midlands (County) 






Owyd, Dyfed, Gwynedd, Powys 
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PER CAPITA GDP 
(PPS) 
Changes relative to 
EUR12 = 100 
between 1980 and 1990' 
eurostat 
Method used to estimate regional gdp 
GDP shows the end-result of a region's productive ac-
tivity. Per capita GDP provides a measure of the level 
of economic development, but it cannot be interpreted 
as an indicator of the income of resident households. 
1.- Starting point: estimates of national GDP 
National GDP is calculated at market prices in ECU and 
PPS. The estimates are made on a harmonized basis 
in accordance with the rules of the ESA, so that compari-
sons between the Member States are possible. The 
European Currency Unit (ECU) is based on exchange 
rates, whereas the purchasing power standard (PPS) is 
a unit of measurement which expresses an identical 
volume of goods and services for each country, taking 
account of differences in price levels. 
2.- Regional estimates 
The national GDP in ECU and PPS is regionalized for 
each country on the basis of the latest available data on 
the regional structure of gross value added (GVA) at 
factor cost (at market prices in the case of Portugal). 
The estimates of regional GDP in 1990 for the various 
countries are based on the regional structure of GVA in 
the following years: 1990 - E, UK; 1989 - F, I, NL; 1988 
- B, D, GR, P. 
The national estimates of population (ESA) are region-
alized on the basis of the latest available data on the 
regional structure of the annual average population. 
3.- Comparisons at regional level 
In order to compare the GDP in regions of different size, 
the per capita GDP is calculated. To obtain a more 
straightforward comparison, these per capita figures are 
also expressed as a percentage of the Community aver-
age. 
The regional estimates of GDP must be treated with a 
certain amount of caution on account of the specific 
situations that can arise in some regions. The most 
significant examples are as follows: 
- Hamburg: per capita GDP is very high due to the 
large number of non-residents working in the region; 
- Flevoland and Lueneburg : the other extreme, with 
a large number of residents working outside the 
region; 
- Groningen: per capita GDP is given a substantial 
boost by the value of the production of gas, which is 
extracted in this region. 
4.- Territory 
The new "Länder" and East Berlin in Germany, the 
overseas "départements" (DOM) in France and Azores 
and Madeira in Portugal could not yet be taken into 
account neither at national nor at Community level. 
For further information: 
- Eurostat publications 
. National Accounts ESA Aggregates 
. REGIONS Statistical Year-book 
REGIO data base: Apart from the data in this publication, REGIO contains estimates of regional GDP at NUTS 
level and other national accounts aggregates classified by branch of activity at NUTS II level. 
Further information may be obtained 
from the unit "Regional accounts and statistics" 
tel. 4301»32577s 4301 3-:33 
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